
It has been a busy year for Mwaya Community Library with more members coming
to borrow books and read at the library. The figures for 2022 are higher than
those before COVID-19 which is extremely positive. Of course, secondary school
students still remain the highest visiting membership group.

During 2022, 2,351 secondary school student visits were recorded, 31% more than
the previous year. Students come to read and borrow textbooks and other
educational books. The second largest membership group to borrow books are
'Villagers' followed by Ripple Africa Staff. Despite a slight increase compared to
last year, primary school students remain one of the smallest groups to visit. This
is something we will continue to work on as it is important to encourage and show
the younger generations the benefits that books provide. 

Given that secondary school students are the largest visiting group, it won't be a
surprise that secondary school textbooks continue to be the most borrowed
books. In 2022, 3,921 textbooks were lent out and even though the school now has
a library, this figure is higher than previous years showing that the students living
close to the library really value the resource.
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A  B U S Y  Y E A R  W I T H  A U D I T S ,  
N E W  B O O K S  O N  S H E L V E S ,
C H I L D R E N ' S  C O R N E R  C H A L L E N G E S
A N D  A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N  C L A S S E S



Halfway through 2022, a former librarian volunteered at the library to help the team
carry out an audit of the books especially in the reference section. This has enabled
the team to ensure people are accessing up-to-date and accurate information. 

Once the audit was done, the library team cleared out many old reference books to
make way for new ones that we have been able to purchase. This was a big task!
However, it was a great opportunity for the team to update the selection of books
and to create a new section aimed at teenagers and young adults. 

During 2023, the team plan to audit the novels and children's books. All of these
audits provide us with a list of newer books that we hope to purchase in the future.
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These graphs show the quantity of
secondary school pupils visiting to
borrow books and the number of
textbooks borrowed each year. 

As you can see, the number of
student visits has increased
massively yet the quantity of
books being borrowed has a more
gradual increase.

We believe this is a reflection of
the number of new copies of
textbooks we are able to purchase
each year and that if we have
funding to buy more, the quantity
borrowed will increase
significantly.

(L): Old books being removed from the library; (R) The new Young Adults section.



Company Reg No: 4823686 England · UK Reg Charity Nos: 1103256 (England & Wales) and SC043082 (Scotland) · US Registered 501(c)3 Charity · EIN 26-2059213

Children's Corner has been more
challenging this past year in terms
of attracting new members. The
team are trying several ideas
including distributing more books
from the library to our pre-schools
to see if that helps develop more
of an interest amongst the five to
six year olds. If not, we will look at
what the potential and cost of an
after school mobile library scheme
might look like.

Adult Education classes have been
taught by Allamson with the
support of several volunteers
including Ruth and Marian
(pictured below). He regularly
welcomes between five and 10
students three days a week. The
students attending are mainly
those who go to Open School at
Kapanda Secondary School. They
come to the library in the morning
for help with particular subjects
before going to school in the
afternoon. Subjects taught include
English, maths and sociology. 

Ruth, the former librarian who
volunteered said, "The group meets
for two hours three days a week
for an English lesson followed by
another topic. In English we have
revised reading comprehension,
how to answer questions fully,
poetry techniques, narrative voice,
different aspects of grammar, how
to use a dictionary more effectively
and pronunciation." 

Encouraging reading at pre-school

Top: Allamson teaching a sociology lesson; Below:
Volunteer Marion teaching a math's class.
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For the last few months of 2022, Catherine, a local volunteer has been helping out
at the library. Catherine was waiting for her Form 4 examination results so in her
free time has been volunteering at the library as well as at a local primary school.

In total across 2022, 4,847 books were borrowed and 2,826 readers were
registered who came to the library to read the newspaper and books. We
welcomed 100 new members in 2022, twice as many as in 2021. 

We would love to equip the library with more new books but we currently have an
even more urgent funding need. The donor who has funded the library for the last
few years is unable to continue funding it. Therefore, we are looking for funding to
support the running costs. If you are interested in finding out how you can help,
please email nikki@rippleafrica.org

From the team, and the members who benefit from the community library, thank
you very much for your support.

TOP - (L): Volunteer Catherine learning about the library roles; (R) John, Library Assistant,
auditing the children's books. BOTTOM - (L) Members read newspapers and books; (R) Author of

the Month has been introduced to encourage readers to choose different books.


