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Introduction
In all respects, 2011 has been a very successful year for RIPPLE Africa and, despite the financial crisis, we 
have managed to weather the storm for another year. We could never have done this without the help 
of our donors who make it all possible. On behalf of everyone in RIPPLE Africa, thank you for making this 
last year a success!

Costs in Malawi are rocketing and there are many problems in the country, largely because of a 
shortage of foreign exchange which is leading to severe shortages of fuel and other essential items. It is 
not uncommon for there to be no fuel available, apart from black market fuel, for two to three weeks, 
and there are queues of hundreds of cars at filling stations when word gets out that a fuel delivery is 
due. The cost of cement for our building projects has gone up by 50% and, similarly, the costs of other 
materials, like iron roofing sheets, have also escalated. But, more importantly, life for the average 
Malawian is definitely becoming more difficult and expensive. Added to this, pensions legislation was 
introduced in June 2011 by the Malawi government which has decreed that every employee now has 
to be part of a pension scheme. Obviously, this is a good idea, but it will entail a large initial cost for the 
charity and, together with salary increases, means the amount of money needed for our staff salaries 
will go up by 25%. However, despite the additional costs and shortages of materials, we are, as always, 
optimistic for the future. We are still very passionate about what we are doing in Malawi and want to 
continue to drive the charity forward, and, with your help, we will be able to do this.

We hope you enjoy reading this issue of the newsletter, and we would encourage you to go to RIPPLE 
Africa’s YouTube channel where there are lots of new short videos to watch. These are proving to be 
very popular and have had thousands of views.

New RIPPLE Africa website
We hope that, by now, everyone has explored our new website which we officially launched in 
September 2011. This was an enormous undertaking which began in the spring of 2011 and took many 
months to complete. It is important to RIPPLE Africa that the website continues to be designed and 
managed in-house, as this is in line with our principles of keeping administration costs to a minimum.  
Alex Shaw, a London-based web designer, helped to develop the new website and to teach Liz about 
WordPress. Although the website was a collaboration — Geoff prepared all the pictures, and Megan 
helped with written content — Liz spent many hours getting to grips with a completely new system of 
web design, and the success of the new website can be attributed to her hard work. Well done, Liz!

Facebook, Twitter, and the RIPPLE Africa blog
In addition to the new website, RIPPLE Africa is now using new media to keep in touch with our friends 
and supporters. There is a new News/Blog section on our website with fun updates on a weekly basis 
about everything happening in the world of RIPPLE Africa. We are also using Facebook and now 
have over 1,000 followers of our page! However, we want to make these features even better, with 
contributions from RIPPLE Africa volunteers, friends, and fans. Please sign up to be alerted whenever we 
have a new blog update, and don’t forget to add us if you’re a Facebook user!
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Queues of hundreds of vehicles at filling stations are 
now common in Malawi

Have a look at RIPPLE Africa’s YouTube channel — 
there are lots of new short videos

The new RIPPLE Africa website was launched in 
September 2011



Pre-schools — sweet potato project and progress

Just over a year ago, we started the sweet potato project in our pre-schools. The teachers grow sweet 
potatoes in their dry-season and wet-season gardens and are paid to provide a meal for each child 
every day. This project has been a huge success with the number of children attending the pre-schools 
increasing. As always, Jimmy, the Pre-schools Coordinator, has been doing a wonderful job with training 
all the teachers and maintaining a happy environment where the children enjoy learning.

An old chicken shed turned into a colourful pre-school

We have taken on an additional two pre-schools — Katenthere and Chitungulu — so that there are 
now eight pre-schools which RIPPLE Africa is funding. Emma, one of our volunteers from Australia, 
worked with Jess, Shelby, and Lindsay to paint Chitungulu Pre-school which was held in an old chicken 
house. It was just grey concrete walls before the decorating started, but now it’s really colourful and 
bright, and the children love coming to school.

The bricks are ready! but we still need money to build a new pre-school

Matete 2 Pre-school, which is held in an old church and is the furthest pre-school from Mwaya, is in 
desperate need of a new building. The bricks are ready, we have some volunteers who have raised 
part of the funds, but we urgently need more money. As you will see from the pictures, not only is it very 

Watson, one of the amazing pre-school 
teachers at Katenthere

Gemma organised small chalkboards 
for all the children in each of the pre-

schools — they have been a great 
success

Children learning to write numbers on 
the blackboard

Meal time at Mazembe Pre-school: 
sweet potatoes and tea — yummy!

Emma starting the painting The drawings and words on the walls 
are very useful teaching aids

The volunteers were really creative with 
the drawings on the walls

The RIPPLE Africa painters also helped 
the volunteers with the paintings

The church where Matete 2 Pre-school 
is held is very dark inside and potentially 

dangerous

Megan has found a new friend!A few of the children with some 
Australian visitors outside the church

Jimmy, the Pre-schools Coordinator, 
standing in front of the bricks that the 
community have made for the new 

pre-school building
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dark and gloomy inside the church but, at any time, parts of it could collapse. Please contact us if you 
would like to donate to this project.

Conservation of 130 sq.km of forest in the Kandoli Hills

Force, our Environmental Programme Manager, and Joyce, one of our Conservation Coordinators, 
have been working really hard on the Kandoli Hill Conservation project. This area is not only beautiful 
but vitally important to the surrounding areas as the forests create rainfall and provide water for many 
thousands of people. Over the last 20 years, people have been moving to the area and encroaching 
into the steep forested hills where they cut down and burn the trees, and use the land for agriculture, 
which is normally short lived because of severe soil erosion.

Last year, we reported on the success we had had with getting the District Council, Forestry 
Department, Magistrates, Traditional Authorities and Chiefs all together to create local bylaws. 
These bylaws are now up and running, and there are about 800 community members who are now 
working on this project. Force and Joyce have been holding regular meetings with these groups, 
and in particular with the Umbrella Committee, and have achieved fantastic results. At the time of 
writing, nearly all of the 150 encroachers have been relocated to land at lower levels, and some of 
the members of the Umbrella Committee were themselves encroachers which shows that people are 
taking this project very seriously and genuinely want to preserve these forested hills.

We have also been for walks up in the Kandoli Hills with Richard Slater from Makuzi Beach Lodge, who is 
an experienced walker, to explore the potential for an eco-tourism project.

Mwaya Dispensary is now open

We are delighted to report that the Dispensary at Mwaya has been opened and is functioning fully. 
We worked in conjunction with the District Health Officer and the District Council and, in May 2011, 
got an agreement to open the newly-built Dispensary at Mwaya. The ceremony was a big day at 
the end of June 2011 which was attended by about 1,000 people. There were speeches, dancing, 
and a play, and then there was the official opening of the Dispensary. In the first few days, there were 
approximately 100 patients per day who attended the Dispensary. The local community is really excited 
to have this excellent facility, and it is very rewarding for us to see so many people benefitting from it. 

The official opening of Mwaya 
Dispensary in June 2011

The consulting room is simple but 
functional

The Dispensary has a friendly 
atmosphere and is well attended

The District Commissioner giving a 
speech to about 1,000 local people at 

the opening ceremony

Force and Joyce, who have coordinated the whole 
conservation programme in the Kandoli HIlls

A view of the Lake Malawi from the beautiful forest in 
the southern part of the Kandoli HIlls

This picture shows some deforestation which will now 
be illegal in the protected area of the Kandoli Hills



We have plans to build a house for the Medical Assistant during the next year. Some money has already 
been raised for this project, but we need more help with funding.

Integrated project — composting, tree planting, and fuel-efficient cookstove

For a number of years, RIPPLE Africa has been helping communities to establish community tree 
nurseries but, this year, we wanted to try something different. With the development of our new fuel-
efficient cookstove, we wanted to help individual households to grow a sustainable source of firewood, 
so we put together the integrated project where we encourage households to make a compost pit, 
then to grow 25 senna siamea trees for firewood and 10 fruit trees, and finally to make 26 mud bricks. 
Although we started rather late in the year with this project, we have had a good degree of success 
with many households. At the time of writing, we are still waiting for the figures, but this project was 
made available to over 10,000 households.

The idea is that we have a Coordinator who manages between 10 and 20 Community Volunteers, 
and the Community Volunteers are responsible for the project in their local community with about 100 
households. Some households have produced fantastic results and have been really keen to have their 
own woodlots. Other households have been less successful, but we have gathered a great deal of 
important information about how we can improve the project for this coming year. The key thing is for 
people in each community to see their neighbours with established woodlots which will create a future 
demand. Once the householders have successfully grown and planted their trees, then the Community 
Volunteer builds a fuel-efficient cookstove in their kitchen.

New physics laboratory at Kapanda and help from the Institute of Physics
A previous volunteer, Eileen, who is a volunteer coordinator with the Institute of Physics, put forward 
Kapanda Secondary School as an Institute of Physics resource centre for Nkhata Bay District on the 
condition that RIPPLE Africa could raise the funds to build a new physics laboratory at the school. Very 
grateful thanks are due to Fondation Eagle, the Thomas Mills Tercentenerary Fund, and community 
fundraiser Emily Oswin, whose donations paid for the construction of the laboratory, and to two 
RIPPLE Africa volunteers, Charlie and Patrick, who drew up the plans for the building. Work started in 
September 2011 and, in December, Eileen and three other volunteer coordinators from the Institute of 
Physics came to Malawi with the first shipment of physics resource materials. They held a week-long 
physics training workshop at Lowani Beach to which they had previously invited some physics teachers 

RIPPLE Africa Coordinators at a compost pit training 
day

Building a fuel-efficient cookstoveA typical household tree nursery with 35 trees

Trees are grown on a raised platform to 
protect them from chickens

Planting out a new guava tree seedlingSenna siamea, pawpaw, and guava 
trees

Geoffrey, a really successful Community 
Volunteer
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from both local secondary schools and secondary schools in the south of Malawi.

The Institute of Physics will support this project for 10 years and fund a centre manager and all of the 
equipment which can be loaned out to other schools in Nkhata Bay District. This will be a valuable 
asset as, normally, students have no equipment with which to carry out experiments and have to learn 
everything from the blackboard. If you want to know more about this project, then please watch the 
video on the RIPPLE Africa website.

Form 4 Graduation Ceremony at Kapanda

Believe it or not, Kapanda Secondary School is now over four years old and, in June 2011, there was the 
first Form 4 Graduation Ceremony. Geoff Furber, co-founder of RIPPLE Africa, was asked to be the guest 
of honour, and a number of RIPPLE Africa volunteers also attended the ceremony and the party which 
followed. The Head Boy, Charles, gave a very good speech in which he pointed out that he had been 
Head Boy for four years as the school had started from Form 1 and opened a new form each year. We 
have had tremendous help from volunteers over the course of the past year, and the school has really 
benefitted by having a very dedicated volunteer called Chaz who volunteered with RIPPLE Africa for 
one year and taught all the science subjects at the school.

RIPPLE Rocket cookstove renamed the Changu Changu Moto (Fast Fast Fire)

The RIPPLE Rocket fuel-efficient cookstove, which you will have read about in the previous newsletter, 
has been a huge success. We have built over 3,000 to date and have been actively monitoring them to 

Daidosi in the cookstove testing area at 
Mwaya Beach

Building a new Changu Changu MotoRIPPLE Africa Coordinators at a Changu 
Changu Moto training day

Geoff encouraging ladies to sing the 
Changu Changu Moto song!

The Form 4 graduates from Kapanda Secondary 
School

Woodson, the Deputy Headteacher, was the master 
of ceremonies at the Graduation Ceremony

Geoff Furber, the guest of honour, giving out the 
certificates with Sally, the Headteacher

Building work on the new physics laboratory at 
Kapanda Secondary School

Some of the resource materials which will be loaned 
out to local secondary schools

Olivia, Eileen, Anna, and Kristin, the Institute of Phsyics 
volunteers, at the teacher training workshop



see whether people like using them and to assess their durability so that we can set up a programme to 
make many tens of thousands of them in the future. When we have returned to households that have 
had these cookstoves built in their kitchens, we have found that about 90% of households are using 
them and nearly everyone loves them. However, no-one has remembered the name RIPPLE Rocket, 
and this is also very difficult to say in Malawi because Rs and Ls are interchangeable which means it 
becomes LIPPLE Locket! On one of the many surveys visiting people’s kitchens, Geoff came up with a 
new name. When asked what are the advantages of the cookstove, everyone said that it was faster to 
cook with, partly because the heat from the burning wood is more concentrated but also because it is 
a double burner, and so the new name was born — Changu Changu Moto, which is Chichewa for Fast 
Fast Fire. Geoff then thought that the words could be sung and proceeded to get everyone singing the 
Changu Changu Moto song which seems to have caught on — and this will be a great way to make 
more people aware of this new cookstove technology.

Volunteers working on the Changu Changu Moto project

For some time now, we have believed that our fuel-efficient cookstove project would be ideal for a 
carbon project. With this type of project, we would hope to provide an income for RIPPLE Africa not 
only to build more cookstoves but also to provide much needed funds for the charity. We have had 
some great volunteers working on this project who have been keen to carry out water boiling tests 
and kitchen performance tests to weigh the amount of wood that is used over a given period by 
different methods of cooking, and they have provided us with some valuable information and data. 
From the beginning of March 2012, one of these volunteers, Charlie, who has been volunteering with 
RIPPLE Africa since April 2011, will be working full-time for the charity in Malawi mainly on this cookstove 
project, so we are looking forward to exciting developments during the coming year.

Launch of RIPPLE Africa’s Disabilities and Rehabilitation Project

Many of our previous healthcare volunteers will remember Collins, a local Malawian who was employed 
by MACOHA (Malawi Council for the Handicapped). He is an incredibly dedicated individual who 
has really improved the quality of life for many people living with disabilities in the local community. 
Unfortunately, due to the recession, Collins was made redundant by MACOHA at the end of December 

Patrick, an American volunteer, in 
Diana’s kitchen

Charlie weighing the water before and 
after a water boiling test to provide 

data for the efficiency of the cookstove

Susie weighing wood before one of the 
water boiling tests

Neil wearing his swimming goggles to 
do a water boiling test
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Geoff, Megan, and Collins on the day 
of his appointment with RIPPLE Africa

Volunteers Rob and Nikki have bought a 
new wheelchair for Geddess’s daughter 

to replace this broken one 

Megan with Jessie who suffers 
from hydrocephalus and whose 

rehabilitation is helped by her walking 
frame

Collins checking for contractures in a 
young patient
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2011, but it has given RIPPLE Africa the opportunity to employ him full-time to run a Disabilities and 
Rehabilitation Project which has been specially designed by our UK Projects Manager, Megan Canning, 
with invaluable input from Collins, and healthcare volunteers Rob, Nikki, and Rose. This project will work 
with hundreds of patients in the local community who are living with disabilities and in need of support.  
It is also a project that we hope our healthcare volunteers can get very excited about! He will also be 
in charge of our future healthcare volunteers and, in conjunction with Fletcher, will provide an induction 
and ongoing support for these volunteers. We are really excited about this development because we 
receive a good number of healthcare volunteers, and we needed the right Malawian to be in charge 
of this important side of the charity.

Although we have started this project already, we are hoping to attract regular funding of £500 per 
month to run it and would be very happy to hear from any previous healthcare volunteers and donors 
who would like to be involved with this project.

We need more support for our university students

It seems obvious that our support for pre-school, primary and secondary education locally should be 
extended to provide the opportunity for some of our brightest students to go to university. With our 
education programmes, we are catering for students from pre-school to the end of secondary school, 
but there are a few who really deserve to go to university. Unfortunately, there is now a government 
quota system which tends to discriminate against bright students from the north of Malawi which means 
that they rarely have access to government student loans, so we are interested in finding more donors 
who can help these students by paying their costs for tuition and accommodation, usually for a four 
year period, and supplying laptop computers. We have various videos on our website about these 
students if you are interested in helping an individual realise their potential.

Start of fisheries conservation project

Over the years that we have been at Mwaya, we have seen the amount of fish which are caught each 
year reducing, and fishermen are having to go further out into the lake to catch fish. On our last visit to 
Mwaya at the end of 2011, Geoff was so incensed by the number of young people catching thousands 
of tiny fish in the shallows with mosquito nets during the breeding season, which is an illegal practice, he 

Young girls using mosquito nets to catch tiny fish early 
in the morning on Mwaya Beach

Alex, the local fisheries extension worker, confiscating 
an illegal drag net that has been used during the 
closed season by a fisherman without a licence

Enert teaching local primary school children about 
why mosquito nets should not be used to catch fish

Yalerd is studying Mechanical 
Engineering at the Polytechnic 

in Blantyre and needs additional 
sponsorship

Jethro is finishing his first year at 
Chancellor College studying Sociology 

and Economics

Francis has just started a course in 
Accountancy in Mzuzu and also needs 

a sponsor

Emily wants to study Culture and Media 
Studies at university and dreams of 

empowering women



decided to do something about it. The first stage was to confiscate nets and explain why these tiny fish 
need to be left to mature. On one of these occasions, he met a local young woman called Enert and 
put a proposition to her to find out about fish in Lake Malawi and to work with Alex, the local fisheries 
extension worker. Initially, she was very quiet and nervous, but Enert and Alex worked together and 
decided that initially they would visit all the schools in the area and teach the pupils about the benefits 
of preserving the fish stocks during the breeding season and never to use mosquito nets. We went along 
to one of these school visits and were very impressed with Enert’s presentation to the children who 
appeared to be very interested in what she had to say.

The next stage of the project is to explore the possibilities of helping Alex set up Beach Conservation 
Committees, similar to our Forest Conservation Committees, and work with these Committees, 
Traditional Authorities, and government departments to establish District bylaws which could be 
adopted along a stretch of lakeshore of about 25km long. (The District Fisheries Department are 
keen to extend this project in the future as they believe a community driven programme will be more 
effective at preserving fish stocks.)  These groups would manage the local bylaws, once they have 
been developed, and police the fishermen during the closed season to help build up fish stocks. This is a 
really exciting project and one that we do not need huge amounts of money for, but we do need some 
funding and would be interested to hear from anybody who can help with this.

RIPPLE Africa healthcare volunteers are really making a difference

RIPPLE Africa is getting a number of medical professionals applying to volunteer on our healthcare 
projects. They make a tremendous difference to the local communities by teaching a wide range 
of people at a weekly Health Club and through being involved at Mwaya Dispensary. Many of our 
volunteers also help out at Chintheche Hospital where there is a real need for their skills. But a part 
of the work they enjoy very much is the outreach work in the local community. Rob, a doctor from 
Australia, and his wife Nikki, a physiotherapist, were a tremendous team and, when patients in the 
community were identified, they were able to carry out or facilitate treatment that these people 
probably would not have otherwise received. One particular example was an 18 year old mother who 
had had an epileptic fit and had fallen into a three-stone cooking fire. Her arms was very badly burned, 
and she had received local African medicine. Quite some time after this accident, Rob and Nikki were 
told about her and, as a result of their actions, she received medical care which will save her arm.

2011 Aldenham School visit
In April 2011, the headmaster of Aldenham School, James Fowler, and his wife Charlotte, came out 
to Malawi to visit RIPPLE Africa after they had successfully bid for the trip when it was auctioned at 
an Aldenham fundraising event. They were able to experience firsthand the places, people, and 
opportunities that the students from Aldenham School experience on their annual visits, and it was a 
great pleasure to welcome them to Mwaya Beach.

Aldenham School has been very supportive of RIPPLE Africa and, this year, we had our third group of 
students and teachers to visit RIPPLE Africa. This year’s group comprised four teachers and 16 students, 
and Charlie, one of our volunteers, laid on an action-packed fortnight for them all. They were busy 

Nikki, a physiotherapist from Australia, 
had some crutches made for a young 

patient

Rob and Nicola giving a lesson in CPR 
to some local students

Rob, a doctor from Australia, was a 
huge asset for the local community and 
was always working hard for his patients

Nicola, a British midwife, made the 
most of her four weeks and really threw 

herself into every opportunity
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with environmental projects, making bricks, building, and many other activities. They stayed at Lowani 
Beach, and we were fortunate that Robinson, our old manager, came back for the duration of the visit 
and helped Esther, our new manager, to look after them. We are looking forward to the fourth group 
from Aldenham visiting in July 2012.

News from Lowani Beach

Last year, we started building three cottages at Lowani Beach. They are now finished and will provide 
the ideal location for extra visitors who want to experience rural Malawi and get involved with RIPPLE 
Africa projects.

In November 2011, our first family came to stay — initially, they intended to stay for a few days but 
eventually stayed for a week and a half! They were known locally as the “Daussies” as they were Dutch 
Australians, and they thoroughly enjoyed their stay at Lowani and their experience with RIPPLE Africa. 
Esther, the new manager, takes great pride in looking after all our guests at Lowani Beach.

The main thatched building, called “Robinson’s”, is a perfect venue for training workshops, and it has 
been used by RIPPLE Africa staff and by the volunteer coordinators from the Institute of Physics.

Jenni starts a girls’ football team at Kapanda

In our News/Blog section on the RIPPLE Africa website, you can read a story about Jenni, a RIPPLE Africa 
volunteer towards the end of 2011, who established an all-girls football team at Kapanda Secondary 

Jenni encourages her team at a match against a 
girls’ team from Chifira Secondary School

...but, sadly, they lost the matchThe girls played with guts and determination...

Skip, Annetta, Kimberley, Yindi, and Nyah, our 
“Daussie” visitors

Three new cottages at Lowani BeachInstitute of Physics training workshop in the 
“Robinson’s” building at Lowani Beach

Aldenham School students working with 
Andy and Jacob making compost pits 

in the fruit tree orchard

James, Headmaster of Aldenham 
School, perfecting his firewood carrying 

skills!

Laying foundations for a new kitchen at 
one of the pre-schools

Making mud bricks which were later 
fired in a kiln for the medical assistant’s 

house



School. Jenni is very passionate about football and, after volunteering as a teaching assistant at one of 
the local primary schools in the morning, she could be found coaching the newly-formed girls’ football 
team at Kapanda in the afternoons, in between holding a number of individual tutoring sessions.

See how the trees are growing!

We have been helping communities to grow trees for a number of years now and, although there are 
failures, there are also many successes. It is always exciting to visit areas where communities, schools, 
and individuals have planted trees and who are already benefitting from their success and hard work. 
Some of the fruit trees take quite a number of years to mature but now, at some of the locations, there 
are quite large mango trees, citrus trees, pawpaw trees, and guava trees. There are other woodlots 
for quick growing trees to produce firewood and poles, and one place that we always find very 
inspirational is Mkwalakwata Primary School where they have planted over 2,000 trees. The headmaster 
has been very dedicated in encouraging his students to appreciate the benefits of growing trees 
on a sustainable basis and protecting the forested hills. Catherine has developed a really fantastic 
garden and now has over 300 improved banana trees. She will be doubling the size of the garden and, 
hopefully, she will have over 1,000 banana trees next year.

Some good people have passed away this year

When you are in Malawi, you are very aware of people dying as their funerals are always well attended 
by many people from the local community, but 2011 has been a particularly sad year for RIPPLE 
Africa. In January 2011, we lost Joey, the Mwaya Manager. Stanley, one of our environmental projects 
coordinators who was based at the Chintheche office, died in February 2011. Harry, our eccentric cook 
who was much loved by the volunteers, was knocked off his bicycle by a passing lorry in April 2011. 
Cheya, one of the original members of staff at Mwaya Beach, died of heart failure in August 2011, 
and Peter, who was retired but had been in charge at Mwaya Beach when Geoff and Liz bought the 
property in 2003, died in early September 2011. We also lost Bernard, one of the carpenters, and John, 
one of the fruit tree nursery staff. In December 2011, Nelson, the owner of the Tapita shop in Matete and 
husband of Janet, the nurse/midwife at Kachere Health Centre, passed away suddenly. Also, Mr Moyo, 
the Primary Education Adviser (PEA) who was based at the Teacher Development Centre (TDC) at 
Kachere, died in August 2011. They will all be sorely missed by their families, friends, and RIPPLE Africa.

Harry with Martha — he always loved 
having his picture taken!

Nelson with JanetCheya with Martha and GeddessStanley
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Fumbani at Finland Tree Club amongst 
some avocado trees

Catherine with some of her improved 
banana trees

The headmaster of Mkwalakwata 
Primary School standing beside a 

large woodlot of three-year-old senna 
siamea trees

These eucalyptus trees are ready for 
coppicing to produce valuable poles 

for building
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News from Mwaya Beach

We have replaced the old wooden deck and have made it a more permanent structure, and it is now 
known as the terrace. It has stone walls, and the central area has been filled with sand. It looks fantastic, 
and we’re glad to say that the volunteers regularly have their meals there rather than in the kitchen.

Previous volunteers will remember very rusty shower water from the old wood-fired geyser. We have now 
installed a solar geyser, which is proving to be a great success with all the volunteers.

For many years, we very rarely saw any monkeys at Mwaya Beach, but now we have regular visits from 
vervet monkeys. They are very entertaining to watch but, as we have a strict rule not to feed them, they 
have a healthy respect for people at Mwaya and keep a safe distance.

Fundraisers doing amazing things to raise money for RIPPLE Africa

We are always very humbled by all the amazing fundraising events that our volunteers and donors take 
part in to raise money for RIPPLE Africa. It is a very important part of our funding and will probably become 
even more significant. Volunteers who do fundraising events before they come out to Mwaya are often 
very excited to see where their money is going, and it is always extremely rewarding when a previous 
volunteer who really believes in RIPPLE Africa carries out significant fundraising activities; for instance, 
during 2012, Joe will be cycling from John O’Groats to Land’s End — please support him by donating on 
his JustGiving page: www.justgiving.com/joelatimer. We would really love more people to fundraise for 
RIPPLE Africa — it’s great fun, and incredibly valuable for the charity and the people in Malawi.

What RIPPLE Africa needs in 2012
Our goal in 2012 is, first and foremost, to continue our core provision for our critical existing projects, 
and to continue the support and employment of our 140 staff in Malawi. However, we would greatly 
appreciate support for some new ventures that are really needed in the community. In 2012, we really 
need funding for our new Disabilities and Rehabilitation Project; five new teachers’ houses at Kapanda 
Secondary School; a new building for the Matete 2 Pre-school; sponsorship for our deserving university 
students; money to continue the roll-out of our Integrated Project; and more. If you would like to make 
any of these projects possible and be the catalyst for a positive report in our 2013 newsletter, please get 
in touch with us on info@rippleafrica.org! 

Joe (on the right) will be cycling from 
John O’Groats to Land’s End during 

2012 — please support him

Fourteen of the Year 8 students from The 
Skinners’ School, Tunbridge Wells, swam 

20.8km for RIPPLE Africa 

Vicki organised an African evening at 
Northampton General Hospital

Emily climbed Kilimanjaro and raised 
money for RIPPLE Africa

The new stone-walled terrace has 
replaced the old wooden deck

Previous volunteer Louise celebrates 
her wedding with RIPPLE Africa staff, 

volunteers and friends

Vervet monekys are now regular visitors 
to Mwaya Beach

The new solar geyser provides 
abundant clean hot water for the 

volunteers


